
INVESTING IN TALENT                         FOR THE FUTURE OF FARMING

THE FORFARMERS PIG INDUSTRY SCHOLARSHIP



ForFarmers, Europe’s Leading Total Feed Business 
As Europe’s leading total feed business, ForFarmers o� ers conventional and organic feed solutions for livestock 
as well as supporting the forage and arable sectors with seed, fertiliser and other products. By supporting 
farmers with economic and sustainable solutions we help optimise the pro� tability of their business, making us 
an essential link in the supply chain. 

For the Future of Farming

‘For the future of farming’ refers to our belief in the need to help 
create a fi nancially secure sector for the long term. ForFarmers 
is committed to working alongside its customers to deliver real 
benefi ts through better returns, healthier livestock and greater 
effi  ciency, identifying three key areas where these actions can take 
place:

• Performance - As the total feed business, our customer solutions are designed 
specifi cally to meet individual objectives. We support our customers with targeted 
planning and analysis

• People - Our team of knowledgeable on farm advisors alongside agronomists, research 
and development specialists, nutritionists and our strategic partners working together for 
the future of farming

• Products – ForFarmers provide product based solutions that work for the customer, 
targeting their specifi c business objectives

Scholarship Profi le

Working in partnership with the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board (AHDB), 
ForFarmers is off ering a scholarship to a second year degree student, or a fi rst year foundation 
degree student studying; agriculture, animal sciences and/or food production, wanting to gain 

experience in the UK pig industry. 

The pig industry is dynamic and fast growing. Despite increasing challenges and growing global competition, the 
industry is both ambitious and progressive and our scholars should exhibit similar values. 

You will undertake a placement with us in your third or second year, depending on your route, as well as receiving a 
£4,500 bursary with the potential for further funding in your fi nal year of study.

During your placement year with ForFarmers you will have the opportunity to gain in depth knowledge of sales, 
marketing, technical and business planning functions within the company, across the pig, poultry and speciality sectors.
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Recent recipients of the ForFarmers Scholarship

Holly Fletcher-Smith - Current Placement Student

“Coming from a ruminant background, I wanted to get involved in a diff erent sector within agriculture to 
gain a new perspective and understand the potential career opportunities following on from my degree. 
Wanting to focus on nutrition; the ForFarmers scholarship ticked every box. As part of my role, I will have 
the opportunity to work in some of the departments that make up the ForFarmers UK pig team including 
marketing, key accounts, young animal feed and the technical team. This will create a huge variety over 
the year with continued fl exibility and support. I will also have the opportunity to gain lots of new skills, 

allowing me to build up a greater understanding of potential careers post Harper. 

The projects I will undertake could have real impacts on ForFarmers so I have an increased level of accountability 
which will help me to develop my soft skills in preparation for my fi nal year. At the start of my placement I spent three 
weeks on an innovative commercial pig farm so my previous lack of pig experience was no limitation.

For anyone who is interested in pigs, nutrition or just wants to see what opportunities there are working for a large, 
well-established business in the industry, then this is perfect.”

Sian Southwell - Previous Placement Student and ForFarmers Retail Account Manager

“As Europe’s leading animal feed manufacturer, with a key presence in the agricultural industry, it was 
an invaluable opportunity to carry out my placement year with ForFarmers. Prior to my placement and 
coming from a non-farming background, I had very little knowledge or exposure of the pig industry, but 
this soon developed into a keen interest and a real passion during my time with ForFarmers. Throughout 
my placement, I was able to gain a real insight into various departments, working on diff erent projects in 
the following teams; fi nance, customers services, on farm sales and operations at the mill. This not only 

expanded my skills but put me in good stead for my return to ForFarmers.

After successfully completing my degree at Harper Adams University, I re-joined ForFarmers in January 2020 as a Retail 
Account Manager based in the UK, predominantly looking after our more traditional farmers to fi nd ways to improve 
our service and off ering to this segment. Applying for the ForFarmers scholarship was the best decision I made, and to 
be able move around the business makes this placement unique and more of a reason to apply to ForFarmers!”

Members of the ForFarmers team

Craig Saunders - Pig Sales Director

“Agriculture is an increasingly exciting career for young people. Given ForFarmers’ unique position in 
the agricultural supply chain, we off er a diff erent perspective on the industry and scholars have the 
opportunity to gain experience in both pig nutrition and the pig industry as a whole. This robust 
programme allows the scholar to work with both large and small scale farmers with very diff erent 
systems and gain a high level of technical knowledge.”

Wes Udall - Young Animal Feed Specialist and Pig Scholarship Supervisor 

“The scholarship with ForFarmers provides you with the ideal opportunity to work in a critical part of the 
agricultural supply chain. ForFarmers is about more than just selling and making feed, with us you will 
experience all of the diff erent vital sectors of our company which make ForFarmers the market leading 
feed manufacturer in Europe.

As someone who experienced the ForFarmers Scholarship during my time at Harper Adams and now 
has the privilege of managing the pig scholarship students that we take on, I can testify that ForFarmers 

off ers a young person looking for a career in agriculture with a diverse and holistic placement, which could result in 
employment thereafter and great career prospects at the end of university.

If you are ambitious, enthusiastic and up for a challenge then ForFarmers wants to hear from you. We will enhance 
your knowledge and encourage your own personal development whilst giving you the opportunity to make a real 
diff erence to our business during your time with us.”
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